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Abstract

This study aimed at examining production of polysyllabic English word stress of Thai
EFL undergraduate students. The researcher also looked at the positions of primary stress
that were made by the students. Furthermore, this study was to investigate possible factors
influencing Thai students on placing primary stress on each polysyllabic English word. The
participants included 100 North Bangkok University undergraduate students from five
different classes in the second semester of 2014. Twenty-one isolated polysyllabic English
loanwords were chosen. The students were asked to read each word only one time through
PRAAT program and their speeches were recorded. The results of the analysis revealed that
Thai students were capable of assigning primary stress on the words that the stress falls on
the third syllable. It is believed that Thai EFL learners import Thai language phonological

system to English lexical stress structure.



