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Abstract

The purpose of this research was to study the impact of the Liability for Damages Arising from Unsafe
Products Act B.E.2551 that affected Thai farmers, as agricultural product manufacturer in Thailand. The
law originated from United States of America which aimed to enhance the protection by imposing
“strict liability” for unsafe agricultural products. In term of unsafe or defective conditions, it shall mean
there were potential sources of contamination in products including physical, biological and chemical
hazard. Even though the law aimed to protect the right of consumers, the burden of law enforcement
caused many effects to farmers. For example, farmers shall be liable for agricultural product damages
occurred from both deliberate and neglect action of farmers in accordance with “strict liability”. In order
to discharge the legal burden of proof, the farmer shall provide sufficient evidence to establish a
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"presumption” provided by the Act. Additionally, if it is discovered that farmer knew or should have
known the goods were unsafe, the court is empowered to order punitive damages at a maximum of twice
the amount of actual compensation under Section 7 of the Act. The aforesaid matter was one of the legal
consequences that affect the livelihoods of poor farmers if they had to pay the tremendous amount to the
damaged party. It was obvious that the law enforcement affected the financial situation of Thai farmers.
As such consequences, related public sectors shall provide support and find ways to solve problems
substantially for sustainable development such as supporting famers to produce safe agricultural
products, passing law knowledge on farmers for self-adjustment resulting from to the impact of the law.

KEYWORDS : Product Liability Consumer Protection, , Strict Liability
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