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Abstract

Fruits and vegetables are classified into five food groups where people should consume the
recommended daily intake of fruits and vegetables, but in fact, contamination detection indicates
pesticide residues in fruits and vegetables higher than maximum residue level (MRL)which have a
deleterious effect on consumers’ health. There are still many Thai farmers in fruits and vegetables
growing activities who do not follow Good Agricultural Practice (GPA), and as such consequence fruits
and vegetables with pesticide contamination sold in the markets are potentially harmful to consumers.
Moreover, those products in the markets are bought from unknown sources and the business operators
are unable to identify other businesses to which their products have been supplied due to the farmers’
non-compliance with GPA. Consumers, accordingly, have risks associated with pesticide residues in
fruits and vegetables, and it is unable to identify people involving in this thread to bear all
responsibilities for consumers with serious illness arising from consumption of the contaminated food.
Due to the fact that Thailand does not have traceability system, Government plays a key role in
implementation of consumer protection policies prescribing in Section 4 of Consumer Protection Act.
B.E. 2522 (1979) stating that consumers have the right to receive correct and sufficient information and
description as to the quality of goods or services; (3) and the right to expect safety in the use of goods or
services by applying the principles of traceability system in order to contribute to the protection of
consumers. In this respect, this Act defines all related authorities as well as supply chain for fruits and
vegetables to ensure compliance with applicable laws to increases consumer confidence and allow
information to be made available to consumers on demand so as to identify the sources of food inputs
and trace back to the sources of food damage caused by pesticide residues.

KEYWORDS : Traceability, Consumer Protection
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