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Abstract

This descriptive research was aiming at 1) studying the factors affecting the graduate
qualifying examination and 2) studying the opinions of the instructors and the graduates
towards the preparation process of the Royal Thai Navy College of Nursing to be ready for
the qualifying examination. The subjects were 86 graduates in academic year 2013 and 37
executive personnel and instructors of the college. Research tools were a questionnaire on
readiness of the graduates for the qualifying examination (validity = .818), a questionnaire
on the eagerness to learn of the graduates (validity = .870), and a questionnaire on opinions
toward the preparation process of the instructors and graduates for the qualifying examin-
ation (validity = .904). The data collection was conducted between November 2013 to April
2014. The data was analyzed using percentage, mean, standard deviation, multiple regres-
sion analysis, and content analysis.

Results

1. The average score of the readiness level of the graduates in general was at high
level (Mean = 3.66) while the average score for the eagerness to learn was also at high
level (Mean = 3.55).

2. GPA was the factor significantly affecting the qualifying examination with the statis-
tical level at .01, multiple correlation (R) at .485, coefficient of determination (R?) at .236,
and regression coefficient = 1.554 (B = .485).

3. The instructors and the graduates rated the suitability of the preparation process
at high level (Mean = 4.02 and 3.74 respectively).

Recommendations: Students in every level should be supported for better learning
achievement by conducting the teaching and learning process in key nursing subjects.
Updating the nursing subjects’ content. Practicing the nursing situation analysis and clinical
decision making. This includes ongoing develop the suitable preparation process.
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